WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY ALL ABOUT?

I 

INTRO
The Bible is God’s Holy inspired word.  It lays out His plan for us and the path we need to take in order to spend eternity with him in Heaven.  There is only one way to get to Heaven and that is by following God’s commands as laid out in the scriptures.  All scripture is God breathed, inspired by God himself (2 Timothy 3:16).   Therefore, whatever the Bible says happened or whatever it says we need to do, you can be assured it is the truth.  

Creation vs. Evolution- GOD created the heavens and the earth (Gen 1 and 2).  Not the “big bang” or any other collision of molecules in outer space.  Which makes more sense to you, almighty God creating the universe or some explosion and evolution from apes? God created Man in His own image and then created woman also.  Just look at the intricate details of everything on Earth.  How can you explain our existence any other way?   God created all living things on this planet and is responsible for everything.    The Earth has only been here for ~ 6000 years, not the millions scientists want us to believe.  God created the Earth in 6 days and on the 7th day he rested. God made Adam and Eve and they in turn bore children to populate the Earth.  

     1.  Who is our Savior according to Luke 2:11? ___________________________

     2.  What power does Christ have? (Acts 5:31) _____________________________


_______________________________________________________________

     3.  Who was sent by the Father in 1 Jn 4:14? _______________________________

     4.   How many beings are there who can grant us eternal life? (Acts 4:12) _________

SUMMARY:

We have seen that Jesus Christ is our Savior and he is the only one who can save us from our sins.  He alone can forgive our sins.  
II
SIN

What is sin?  That is a question posed by many.  Sin basically is anything you say or do that goes against God’s commandments.  Any time you break the law, curse, steal, and so on, you are sinning.  God tells us in the scriptures exactly what he expects from us and what he wants us to do.  There are many important things to discuss about sin and to understand about it.  

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT SIN:

1.  The 1st Sin – Who created the 1st Sin? (Gen 3)  _________________________

2.  What was the sin and why was it so bad? _____________________________



___________________________________________________________


3.  What consequences became of that first sin? (Gen 3:16-19) _______________



___________________________________________________________


4. How do we know what sin is? (1 Jn 5:17 )  ____________________________



(1 Jn 3:4) __________________________________________________

5.  When we sin, what does it do to us? (Is 59:2) _________________________


6.  Who among us is without sin? (Rom 3:23) ___________________________


7.  Name some specific sins which are warned against in the scriptures:



1 Cor 3:16-17 _______________________________________________



Gal 5:19-21 _________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________



Rom 1:21-32 ________________________________________________

8.  What happens to us even if we approve of those people who commit these sins? ____________________________________________________________


WARNINGS AGAINST SIN:


1.  1 Thess 5:22 ____________________________________________________


2.  1 Cor 15:33 ____________________________________________________

OUR ESCAPE ROUTE FROM OUR LIFE OF SIN:

1.  Christ saves us from our sins by dying for us.  Mt. 20:28; Titus 2:14 
2.  What is a fact about temptation and sin relating to Christ? 1 Cor 10:13
____________________________________________________________
SUMMARY:  We have all sinned and none of us is worthy of life in Heaven based on our deeds alone.  Without God’s mercy, we would have no chance at eternal life with Him.  When we sin, we are separated from God.  There are many sins mentioned in the scriptures which we need to put out of our lives, keeping in mind we are all going to sin and fall short.  
III

PLAN OF SALVATION

There are numerous beliefs in our society as to how you get to Heaven and what a Christian is.  Many of these doctrines and beliefs sound good and don’t require a lot on our part.  However, no one ever said Christianity was easy.  There is only one way to get to Heaven, and that is the way God laid out in the scriptures.  He tells us plain and simply what you have to do to become a Christian and what it takes to remain faithful to him.  We are going to examine what it takes to become a Christian, straight out of the Bible.

FACTS ABOUT SALVATION AND GOD’S PLAN:

1.  How many biblical ways are there to be baptized? Eph 4:5 _______________

2.  Will we not enter the gates of Heaven? 2 Thess 1:7,8 ____________________


___________________________________________________________

3.  Who is salvation for? Heb 5:9 ______________________________________

4.  Why do we need salvation? Rom 3:23 ________________________________

ASK YOURSELF THIS VERY IMPORTANT QUESTION:  DO YOU BELIEVE YOU NEED TO BE SAVED IN ORDER TO OBTAIN ETERNAL LIFE IN HEAVEN WITH GOD AND HIS ANGELS? 
4 FUNDAMENTAL ELEMENTS OF SALVATION:

A.  BELIEF( (If you don’t believe in a cause, do you support it?).


1.  What must we do to be saved? 

Acts 16:30-34 _______________________________________________
Mark 1:15  _________________________________________________

Mark 16:16 _________________________________________________

Jn 3:16 ____________________________________________________

Acts 15:11 __________________________________________________


B.  REPENTANCE ( Turning away from your sin, wholeheartedly.



1.  What do the following verses command us to do?



Acts 17:30 __________________________________________________



Acts 2:38 ___________________________________________________



Lk 13:3 ____________________________________________________
 



2. What simple fact can we not forget? Rom 3:23 ___________________


C. CONFESSION( Not to an earthly priest, but to our Heavenly Priest!!!!



1.  What was Peter’s confession about Christ in Mt 16:13-16?  


____________________________________________________________



2.  Why do we need to confess who the Messiah is? Mt 24:44


____________________________________________________________



* We are ignorant (in need of a prophet to show the way)



* We are sinful (in need of a priest to forgive us---one who is without sin)



* We are unable to rule our own lives (in need of a king)


D.  BAPTISM( The most important, often overlooked step in salvation!



* The word baptism in the Greek text (New Testament was written in this language) is “baptizo”.  This literally means ‘immersion or submersion’.  It DOES NOT mean dipped, sprinkled, poured, or any other means of putting water on you.  The words for sprinkling and pouring are “raino” and “cheno”.  


1.  What does baptism do for us according to Acts 2:38? ______________

            ____________________________________________________________

2.  What does baptism do with our sins?  Acts 22:16 __________________

 
____________________________________________________________


3.  Can we be saved by only believing in God?  Mk 16:16 _____________


4.  What MUST accompany belief in order to receive salvation?  Mk 16:16 


____________________________________________________________


SUMMARY:  Salvation consists of belief, confession, repentance, and baptism.  We receive forgiveness of our sins once we are baptized.  Since all of these are required to be saved, an infant or small child is not capable of belief, confession, and repentance because they do not distinguish what sin is.  Baptism is necessary for salvation and those who are not baptized, who are at the age of accountability, are not saved and will not enter the Heavenly gates.  

Ask yourself the following questions:

1.  Do I believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God?

2.  Do I believe Jesus was sent here to be crucified, to save me from my sins?

3.  Do I realize I am a sinner and need Jesus to save me from my sins? 

4.  Am I willing to confess publicly who Jesus is?
5.  Am I willing to repent of my sins, to stop willfully doing wrong to the best of my ability?
6.  Do I accept the fact that without being baptized by immersion in water I cannot be saved?

If you  answered Yes to all of these questions, the next logical step is to give your life to Christ by being baptized for the remission of sins and start living the life of a Christian.  

IV

YOUR NEW LIFE AS A CHRISTIAN

Now that you have made the best decision of your life and become a Christian, you can start living the life God wants you to.  Being a Christian is going to take work and dedication.  Keep in mind, you are still going to sin and struggle.  That is what Satan wants you to do.  Don’t lose sight that God is always here for us and will bless us.

1.  When does the Bible say we are supposed to meet together with other Christians according to Acts 20:7?  ___________________________________________________________
2.  What are we supposed to do when we meet together every week?  Acts 2:42 

_____________________________________________________________


3.  What do the elements of the Lord’s Supper represent? 1 Cor 11:23-26 


_____________________________________________________________

4.  Now that we have received Salvation, what are we commanded to do by God in Mt. 28:18-20? ________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________
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